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WELCOME IN THE NAME OF JESUS, OUR LORD!

We pray that our worship this day will be an inspiration to every one of us. If you are a visitor or
the guest of someone, please sign our Guest Book at the round table in the Foyer. Requests for
prayers in this morning's service may be made by writing them on the Prayer Request form in the

entryway of the church. A Nursery for infants and toddlers is available in Room 4 on this level.

Jesus said: “A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another: just as
| have loved you, you are also to love another. By this all people will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:34-35

TO OUR VISITORS AND GUESTS: The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at this congregation is
administered in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions. It is
celebrated in the confidence that we receive into our mouths, not just bread and wine, but as our
Lord promises His true Body and Blood “through and in which we obtain the forgiveness of sins”.
If you are not a member of a congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, we kindly ask
that you arrange for a time to speak with Pastor Riley if you are interested in receiving Holy
Communion.



The Order of Holy Communion Worship

AS WE GATHER

Jesus lives! Death and the grave could not hold Him! Easter changes everything! Here we see
the guarantee that our sins have been forgiven and Satan eternally defeated. In faith, we believe
Christ’s resurrection ensures our own, and we hold to the blessed assurance that all who have
died in the Lord will rise on the Last Day. By faith, we are able to look beyond this broken world
and even beyond death and the grave because of Christ’'s empty tomb discovered early that first
Easter Day. Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!

% OPENING HYMN NO. 487: “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”
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1 Come, you faith-ful, raise the strain Of tri - um-phant glad - ness!
2 'Tis  the spring of souls to - day: Christ has burst His pris - on
3 Now the queen of sea-sons, bright With the day of splen-dor,
4 For to - day a-mong His own Christ ap-peared, be - stow - ing
5SAl - le - lu-ial Now we cry To our King im - mor - tal,
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God has brought His Is-ra-el In - to joy from sad - ness,
And from three days’ sleep in death As a sun has ris - en;
With the roy - al feast of feasts Comes its joy to ren - der;
His deep peace, which ev - er-more Pass - es hu - man know - ing.
Who, tri - um - phant, burst the bars Of the tomb’s dark por - tal.
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Loosed from Pha-raoh’s bit - ter yoke Ja - cob’s sons and daugh - ters,
All the win - ter of our sins, Long and dark, is fly - ing
Comes to glad - den faith-ful hearts Which with true af - fec - tion
Nei - ther could the gates of death Nor the tomb’s dark por - tal
Come, you faith - ful, raise the strain Of tri - um - phant glad - ness!
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Red Sea wa - ters.
praise un - dy - ing.

Wel -come in un-wea - ried strain Je - sus’ res - ur-rec - tion!
Nor the watch-ers nor the seal Hold Him as a mor - tal
God hasbroughtHis Is - ta - el In - to joy from sad - ness!

* CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
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Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
| pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of
my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

: Amen.
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.



v THIS IS THE FEAST
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo-ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb who was slain has be -
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refiain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refiain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Stanza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev -er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain
Final Refrain
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SALUTATION and COLLECT
The Lord be with you.
And with Thy Spirit.

Let us pray. Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by
Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

(Be Seated)
FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35

(Great unity filled the Early Church as the apostles gave testimony to the resurrection of Jesus.)

Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said
that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common.
And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for
as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was
sold and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE: 1 John 1:1-2:2 (God has come near to us with His light and life.)

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—
the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the
eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us—that which we have
seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and
indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are writing
these things so that our joy may be complete.

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and
in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness,
we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we
say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we
say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

(Please Stand)
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T HOLY GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 (Jesus appears to a troubled Thomas.)
P: Tr;)e Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
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v @ Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them,
“Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then
the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with
you. As the Father has sent me, even so | am sending you.” And when he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any,
they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from anyi, it is withheld.”

Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came.
So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see
in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place
my hand into his side, | will never believe.”

Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand,
and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and
my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in
this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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C: Praise be to Thee, O Christ.
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+ STATEMENT of FAITH: Nicene Creed
| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of
all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
Begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead whose kingdom
will have no end.



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

% HYMN of the DAY No. 467: “Awake, My Heart with Gladness”

0 u , , ,
A f —— = I = o e
‘
1l [ A= | | | | |
.J [ [ [ IGI- La\ II yl I! Ir/! Ii ]

1 A - wake, my heart, with glad - ness, See what to - day is done;
2 The foe in tri-umph shout - ed When Christ lay in the tomb;
3 This is a sight that glad - dens—What peace it doth  im-part!
4 Now hell, its prince, the dev - il, Of all their pow’r  are shorn;

Now, af - ter gloom and sad - ness, Comes forth the glo - rious sun.

But loob he now 1is rout - ed, His boast is tumed to gloom.
Now noth-ing ev - er sad - dens The joy  with-in my heart.
Now I am safe from e - vil, And sin I laugh to scorn.

My  Sav - ior there was laid Where our bed must be made
For Christ a - gain is free; In glo - rious vic - to - 1y

No gloom shall ev - er shake, No foe shall ev - er take
Grim death with all its might Can - not my  soul af - fright;

When to the realms of light Our spir - it wings its flight.
He who is strong to save Has tri - umphed o’er the grave.
The hope which God’s own Son In love for me  has won.
It is a  pow’r - less form, How -e¢’er it rave and storm.

5 The world against me rages, Its fury | disdain;
Though bitter war it wages, Its work is all in vain.
My heart from care is free, No trouble troubles me.
Misfortune now is play,  And night is bright as day.

(Be Seated)
i+ SERMON: “Light and Life to All He Brings” 1 John 1:1-2:2



(Please Stand)
+ DEDICATION of OFFERINGS

+ PRAYER of the CHURCH

P: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their
needs. Heavenly Father, Your Son is the firstborn from the dead. In Him, we have been
reborn into a new and living hope. Nurture us with the pure milk of Your Word, that we may
grow to maturity of faith and have everlasting life. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Grant to those ordained for Your service the gift of the Spirit, wisdom that comes down from
above, and grace to faithfully fulfill their holy calling where You have placed them. Lord, in
Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: As Your people are united in the common life and love of our Savior, grant that we would
share that life and love with those in need. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Build up the households of Your people, that Your holy children, begotten in Baptism, may
grow in Your grace and share together in Your forgiveness and life. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

P: You have instituted authorities to carry out Your justice. Bless all who make, administer and
judge the laws of our land. Give them wisdom, integrity and honor to serve according to Your
good will. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: As Your Son’s wounds brought gladness and peace to the troubled disciples, give Your
presence and comfort to the troubled in our midst. Comfort also those who weep with the
blessed joy of Easter morning. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Father of the risen Christ, You give us the crucified and risen body and blood of our Lord in
this Holy Supper. Let us taste that the Lord is good and continually grow up unto salvation.
Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You that out of Your indescribable grace, for the sake
of Your Son, You have given us the Holy Gospel and instituted the blessed Sacraments, that
through them we may have comfort and the forgiveness of sin. Grant us Your Holy Spirit, that
we may heartily believe Your Word, and through the Holy Sacraments establish our faith day
by day, until at last we obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.



Service of the Sacrament
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It is meet and right so to do.

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to
praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very
Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has
destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore
with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed
death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven,
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to
pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS of INSTITUTION

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My +
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."

In the same way also, He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me."

PAX DOMINI

Thf(}a peace of the Lord be with you always.
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world, have mer-cyup-onus. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

(Be Seated)

¥ DISTRIBUTION HYMN No. 628: “Your Table | Approach”
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I Your ta-ble 1 ap - proach; Dear Sav - ior, hear my prayer.
2 Lord, I con-fess my sins And mourn their wretch-ed bands;
3 Your bod -y and Your blood, Once slain and shed for me,
4 Search not how this takes place, This won-drous mys - ter - y;
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Let not an un - re - pen-tant heart Prove hurt-ful to me there.
A con-trite heart is sure to find For - give-ness at Your hands.
Are tak-en at Your ta-ble, Lord, In blest re - al - 1 -
God can ac - com-plish vast -ly more Than what we think could be.

(Please Stand)

T THE BLESSING

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul
to life everlasting.

C:. Amen.
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P: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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® The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
T BENEEICTION
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.

A-men, a-men, a - men.



¥ CLOSING HYMN No. 463: “Christ the Lord is Risen Today: Alleluia”
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1 Christ the Lord is ris'n to - day; Al - le - lu - ia!
2 For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Al - le - lu - ia!
3 Hail, the vic-tim un - de - filed, Al - le - lu - ia!
4 Chris - tians, on this ho - ly  day, Al - le - Iu - 1ia!
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Chris-tians, has - ten  on your way; Al - le - Iln - ia!
Sin - less in the sin - ner’s stead. Al - le - lu - ia!
God and sin-ners rec-on - ciled, Al - le - lu - 1ia!
All  your grate - ful hom-age pay; Al - le - lu - ia!
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Of - fer praise with love re-plete, Al - le - lu - ia!
Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Al - le - Tu - ia!
When con - tend - ing death and life, Al - le - lu - ia!
Christ the Lord 1s ris’n on high; Al - le - Iu - ia!
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At the pas-chal vic - tim’s feet. Al - le - lu - ia!
Now He lives, no more to die. Al - le - lu - ia!
Met in strange and awe - some strife. Al - le - lu - ial
Now He lives, no more to die. Al - le - lu - 1a!
* POSTLUDE

OUR ANNUAL GERMAN SUPPER TAKE-OUT ONLY is Friday, April 26 with pick-up at
5:00 p.m., 5:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m. The delicious menu includes roast pork, hot dogs,
sauerkraut, mashed potatoes, gravy, green beans, bread, rolls, apple sauce and
dessert.

Tickets are available after today’s worship or by calling the church office (568-1417)
or Jane McClure (562-0492). The cost is $15.00. Please let us know how many, what
time and phone number. Invite all of your family and friends to enjoy this delicious food
and fellowship. Please Linda Slozak if you are able to help in any way.



