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WELCOME IN THE NAME OF JESUS, OUR LORD! 
We pray that our worship this day will be an inspiration to every one of us. If you are a visitor or 
the guest of someone, please sign our Guest Book at the round table in the Foyer. Requests for 

prayers in this morning's service may be made by writing them on the Prayer Request form in the 
entryway of the church. A Nursery for infants and toddlers is available in Room 4 on this level. 

 

Jesus said: “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as 
I have loved you, you are also to love another. By this all people will know that 

you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”   John 13:34-35 

 
TO OUR VISITORS AND GUESTS:  The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at this congregation is 
administered in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions. It is 
celebrated in the confidence that we receive into our mouths, not just bread and wine, but as our 
Lord promises His true Body and Blood “through and in which we obtain the forgiveness of sins”.  
If you are not a member of a congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, we kindly ask 
that you arrange for a time to speak with Pastor Riley if you are interested in receiving Holy 
Communion. 

 



The Order of Holy Communion Worship 
AS WE GATHER 
Jesus lives! Death and the grave could not hold Him! Easter changes everything! Here we see 
the guarantee that our sins have been forgiven and Satan eternally defeated. In faith, we believe 
Christ’s resurrection ensures our own, and we hold to the blessed assurance that all who have 
died in the Lord will rise on the Last Day. By faith, we are able to look beyond this broken world 
and even beyond death and the grave because of Christ’s empty tomb discovered early that first 
Easter Day. Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! 

  

 OPENING HYMN NO. 487: “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain” 

  

  

  

  
 

 CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 



P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

      Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C: who made heaven and earth. 
 
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
P: O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  

 
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 
my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit.             

C: Amen. 
 
 

 KYRIE 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 THIS IS THE FEAST 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 SALUTATION and COLLECT   

P: The Lord be with you.                   

C: And with Thy Spirit. 
 
P: Let us pray.  Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by 

Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the 
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
(Be Seated) 

 FIRST READING:  Acts 4:32–35 
   (Great unity filled the Early Church as the apostles gave testimony to the resurrection of Jesus.) 

Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said 
that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. 
And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for 
as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was 
sold and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 

R: This is the Word of the Lord.                  

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 EPISTLE:   1 John 1:1–2:2  (God has come near to us with His light and life.) 

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—
the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the 
eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us—that which we have 
seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and 
indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are writing 
these things so that our joy may be complete. 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and 
in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, 
we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we 
say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we 
say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the 
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

R:   This is the Word of the Lord.     

C: Thanks be to God. 
(Please Stand) 

C:  



 HOLY GOSPEL:   John 20:19–31  (Jesus appears to a troubled Thomas.) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 

 
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the 

disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 
the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” And when he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 

Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 
So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see 
in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place 
my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, 
and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and 
my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in 
this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord.          

C:  
 
 STATEMENT of FAITH: Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of 
all things visible and invisible. 
    And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,  
Begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all 
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from  
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was  
buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead whose kingdom 
will have no end. 



   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 

 HYMN of the DAY No. 467: “Awake, My Heart with Gladness” 

  

  

  

  
 

5  The world against me rages,    Its fury I disdain; 
Though bitter war it wages,    Its work is all in vain. 
My heart from care is free,  No trouble troubles me. 

    Misfortune now is play,      And night is bright as day. 
 

(Be Seated) 
 

 SERMON: “Light and Life to All He Brings”                 1 John 1:1-2:2   

 



(Please Stand) 
 

 DEDICATION of OFFERINGS 

 

 PRAYER of the CHURCH 

P: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 
needs. Heavenly Father, Your Son is the firstborn from the dead. In Him, we have been 
reborn into a new and living hope. Nurture us with the pure milk of Your Word, that we may 
grow to maturity of faith and have everlasting life. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Grant to those ordained for Your service the gift of the Spirit, wisdom that comes down from 

above, and grace to faithfully fulfill their holy calling where You have placed them. Lord, in 
Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: As Your people are united in the common life and love of our Savior, grant that we would 

share that life and love with those in need. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Build up the households of Your people, that Your holy children, begotten in Baptism, may 

grow in Your grace and share together in Your forgiveness and life. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: You have instituted authorities to carry out Your justice. Bless all who make, administer and 

judge the laws of our land. Give them wisdom, integrity and honor to serve according to Your 
good will. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: As Your Son’s wounds brought gladness and peace to the troubled disciples, give Your 

presence and comfort to the troubled in our midst. Comfort also those who weep with the 
blessed joy of Easter morning. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Father of the risen Christ, You give us the crucified and risen body and blood of our Lord in 

this Holy Supper. Let us taste that the Lord is good and continually grow up unto salvation. 
Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You that out of Your indescribable grace, for the sake 

of Your Son, You have given us the Holy Gospel and instituted the blessed Sacraments, that 
through them we may have comfort and the forgiveness of sin. Grant us Your Holy Spirit, that 
we may heartily believe Your Word, and through the Holy Sacraments establish our faith day 
by day, until at last we obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 C:  Amen. 



Service of the Sacrament  

 

 

   

   

   

   

 
P: It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God.  And most especially are we bound to 
praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very 
Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world.  By His dying He has 
destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life.  Therefore 
with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with 
angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

  

 



 

 

 
 

P: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to 
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed 
death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 
pray:   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
      Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
      and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 WORDS of INSTITUTION 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My + 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me." 

In the same way also, He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me." 

 

 PAX DOMINI 
P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

   
 
 AGNUS DEI 

 



 

 

 

 
 

(Be Seated) 
 
 

 DISTRIBUTION HYMN No. 628: “Your Table I Approach” 

 

 
 

(Please Stand) 
 

 THE BLESSING 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

to life everlasting.                             

C:  Amen.  
 
 
 



 NUNC DIMITTIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 THANKSGIVING 

 

 



P:  Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

 SALUTATION and BENEDICAMUS 

 
   

 
 

 
  

 
 

 BENEDICTION 

 
 

 



 

 CLOSING HYMN No. 463: “Christ the Lord is Risen Today: Alleluia” 

 

 

 

 
 

 POSTLUDE_____________________________________________________ 

OUR ANNUAL GERMAN SUPPER TAKE-OUT ONLY is Friday, April 26 with pick-up at 
5:00 p.m., 5:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m. The delicious menu includes roast pork, hot dogs, 
sauerkraut, mashed potatoes, gravy, green beans, bread, rolls, apple sauce and 
dessert.  
     Tickets are available after today’s worship or by calling the church office (568-1417) 
or Jane McClure (562-0492).  The cost is $15.00.  Please let us know how many, what 
time and phone number.  Invite all of your family and friends to enjoy this delicious food 
and fellowship. Please Linda Slozak if you are able to help in any way. 
 


